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SUB J : LAW OF THE SEA 

REF: (A) STATE 131424 (B) STATE 134431 

1 . FRENCH TRANSLATION AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S MAY 22 PRESS STATEMENT 
AND 

US DELEGATION REPORT GENEVA PORTION SEVENTH SESSION DELIVERED JUNE 15 
TO MINISTER OF STATE FOR LANDS. HOUSING, URBANISM. ETC., HENRI MINKO, 

WHO TRADITIONALLY HEADS GABONESE LOS DELEGATIONS. MINKO, WHO PLANS 
TO BE VACATIONING IN UNITED STATES AND CANADA THIS SUMMER. STATED 
HE WOULD PROBABLY ATTEND OPENING SESSIONS RESUMED SEVENTH SESSION. 

IT APPARENT THAT GABONESE INTEND TO BE REPRESENTED BUT HAVE NOT YET 
FOCUSED ON NAMING DELEGATION. 

2. ALTHOUGH MIRNO HAD NO SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S 
PRESS STATEMENT, AMONG HIS COMMENTS ABOUT LOS MATTERS WERE THE 
FOLLOWING: 
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A. AFRICAN GROUP IS SERIOUSLY DIVIDED BOTH ON SPECIFIC LOS 
ISSUES AND OVERALL POLITICAL ORIENTATION. AMONG THE FORMER IS 
SPLIT BETWEEN COASTAL AND LANDLOCKED STATES INCLUDING RIGHT TO 
ACCESS OF ECONOMIC ZONE RESOURCES. MORE SERIOUS PROBLEM. HOWEVER, 
PRESENTED BY AFRICAN RADICALS SUCH AS ANGOLA AND CONGO SPURRED 
ON BY UNNAMED BUT EVIDENT FOREIGN POWERS. 
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B. COMPLEXITY OF NEGOTIATIONS, LENGTH OF SESSIONS AND 
ESPECIALLY EXPENSE OF GENEVA SO FRUSTRATING SO MANY AFRICAN 
STATES THAT TEN OR MORE DID NOT ATTEND LAST GENEVA SESSION. 

GABON, THOUGH RICH, FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO ORGANIZE ADEQUATE 
STAFFING AND EXPERTISE. NEW YORK IS PREFERABLE VENUE 
BECAUSE OF COST. 

C. MOST CONTENTIOUS ISSUES SHOULD BE SIMPLY REMOVED FROM 
LOS NEGOTIATIONS AND BEST UMBRELLA-TYPE TREATY ACHIEVABLE 
SHOULD BE CONCLUDED. OTHERWISE RISK WAS TREATY THAT ONLY 
FEW STATES WOULD RATIFY. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH MINKO IS MORE TITULAR THAN WORKING HEAD 
OF GABONESE LOS DELEGATIONS, HIS COMMENTS, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING 
POLITICAL DIVISION WITHIN AFRICAN GROUP, PROBABLY ACCURATELY RE- 
FLECT GABONESE PERCEPTION OF STATE OF NEGOTIATIONS. IN SHORT 
THE GABONESE ARE PESSIMISTIC ABOUT ANY COMPREHENSIVE TREATY AND 
ARE GETTING WEARY OF PROCESS OF TRYING TO GET ONE.TIENKEN 
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